GHRISTMASTIDE   IN   PRAGUE

The bold and gigantic strategic conceptions of the Germans
command admiration.

Read what Arthur Seyss-Inquart, electioneering in the Sudeten
lands, says about the Czechs, Seyss-Inquart who, as I remember,
before he appeared on the stage told me that in his opinion the
frontiers of his native Bohemia should remain as they had always
been:

National Socialism, which derives all its strength from the
nation, does not wish to oppress foreign nations. But the
Czechs must bear in mind that it is impossible for them to be
enclosed in the Germanic territories and nevertheless to act
against the laws of these territories.

I have discussed at length this new idea of the strategic road
through foreign territory, because it is capable of indefinite
extension. It is a marvellous means of bringing small neighbour
peoples within your frontiers and under your domination by
sleight of hand.

Soon a great road will run eastward from the north to south
Breslau-Vienna road through narrow Carpathian-Ukraine to
Rumania. If Germany demands from Hungary the right to build
a road from there to Budapest, Hungary cannot refuse. In
Yugoslavia, as I wrote earlier in this book, Walther Funk, German
Minister of Economics, has been laying emphasis on the need for
good roads, on the German talent for building them. You may
get a road from Budapest to Belgrade, from Belgrade to Zagreb,
from Zagreb to the Adriatic. The areas contained by those roads
would be under German domination. The land within them would
be 'enclosed in the Germanic territories'. In all these areas there
are large and well-organized German minorities.

What does it mean to live under German domination? I spent
winter months in Czecho-Slovakia to find out. We are too much
the prisoners* of phrases, and too seldom taketthe trouble to think
out just what they mean. They sound magnificent or terrible,
but we take them too much for granted.

I remember once, at the Montreux Conference, somebody
gravely said to me that if Soviet Russia's claims were granted this
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